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SUBJ: EUROPEAN-LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN 
URUGUAY 

1. THE GOU HAS ANNOUNCED AN ECONOMIC CONFERENCE TO BE HELD 
MARCH 4-6 AT PUNTA DEL ESTE. THE PARTICIPANTS WILL BE THE 
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (EC) COUNTRIES AND THE LATIN 
AMERICAN MEMBERS OF CECLA. 

2. THE CONFERENCE IS BEING ORGANIZED BY THE ITALIAN-LATIN AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE (ILAI). WE UNDERSTAND THIS INSTITUTE, BASED IN ROME, IS 

A MIXED PUBLIC-AND-PRIVATE ENTITY SUPPORTED BY THE ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT. 

3. THE PUNTA DEL ESTE CONFERENCE IS EXPECTED TO DISCUSS THREE 
TOPICS: A) THE EVOLUTION OF EUROPE'S SYSTEM OF GENERALIZED 
TARIFF PREFERENCES FOR LATIN AMERICAN PRODUCTS; 

B) THE EC'S POSITION AND THAT OF LATIN AMERICA WITH REGARD TO 
MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS AND THE IMF, AND 

C) FINANCIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO 
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4. WHILE IT WILL BE HELD AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL, IT IS DESCRIBED BY 
THE URUGUAYAN FOREIGN MINISTER AS A DELIBERATIVE CONFERENCE 
RATHER THAN A MEETING OUT OF WHICH INTERNATIONAL, POLITICAL 
DECISIONS MAY ENSUE. 
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